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THE GIFTED AND DIDACTIC CULTURE
Discussion Impulses for 21* Round Table

Current issues regarding changes in education from the angle of philosophy of education, pedagogical-didactic
theories and socio-political context of postmodern societies dominated by neoliberal ideology, boiling through its
economic rationality an individual down to an addict of “economic success” as a fundamental criterion of behaviour of
a man of “consuming society”, insensible to moral norms in the sense of Kant’s categorical imperative, have imposed
the need for didactic approaches to encourage emancipation in teaching and learning within new reflections on neo-
humanistic view on education of young people, especially gifted ones, in order to consider the ways to overcome
ambiguities and search for the possibilities to provide more secure and better encouragement of the gifted in didactic
culture, i.e. in upbringing-educational institutions.

Upbringing-educational institutions have their own culture influencing their efficacy, quality, actions and realization of
pre-established goals. As a set of values, norms, beliefs, attitudes, behaviours and traditions, school culture is relatively
continuous quality of school setting which has its effects on behaviour of its members. One of pedagogically oriented
classifications of school culture refers to pedagogic culture, didactic culture, culture of relationships and culture of
organization. As a component of school culture, didactic culture has always been in the centre of attention of
pedagogy. Special attention has been paid to didactic culture, having in mind that learning and thinking are closely
related to the ways of learning and teaching, with a step further positioning them in a cultural setting and treating them
as significant effects of school work. Didactic culture refers to values, beliefs and attitudes held by the agents of
teaching process in view of subjects and certain segments of teaching. One of the most significant indicators of
didactic culture is a position of gifted students. The position of gifted students in teaching implies a relation between a
teacher and a learner as most important factors within upbringing-teaching process in teaching structure and within
learner-oriented teaching.

In the segment of gifted education the challenges of didactic culture have nowadays been trying to provide answers to
numerous questions. Some of them are offered in the thesis for discourse of the 21* Round Table. In other words, the
thesis below do not pretend to be as complex as necessary, its intention is not to round reflections and frames for
consideration of the topic of didactic culture of school or any other upbringing-educational institutions and they remain
open for other aspects, as well. Contribution to considerations of the complex topic of didactic culture and the place of
the gifted within it will try and offer ways to cast light on certain questions, presenting research findings and
reflections on the current state in the field and guidelines for more efficient dealing with encouragement of
development of the gifted.

e Importance of didactic culture for giftedness development;

e Didactic strategies as indicators of didactic culture suitable for giftedness development;

e  Factors of making didactic culture suitable for the gifted;

e Characteristics of education philosophy as didactic culture foundations favourable to giftedness development;

e Characteristics of efficient didactic culture quality for the angle of the gifted;

¢ Quality of education and the gifted;

¢ Indicators of intellectual autonomy in didactic culture favourable to giftedness development;

e The position of the gifted in the current didactic paradigms;

e  Gifted in postmodern didactics;

e  Modern teaching and encouragement of critical thinking as a feature of intellectual autonomy of the gifted;

e  Pluralism in the didactic scene of Europe and the place of the gifted;

¢ Didactic approaches to encouragement of the autonomy of the gifted;

e The influence of moral nihilism and indulging reduced, technocratic principles as a life concept and
characteristic of value disorientation of everyday life — the context of challenges facing development of
human and creative potentials of the gifted;

e Communication relations and the gifted in teaching as indicators of didactic culture;

e Importance of alternative didactic movements for encouragement of development of the gifted;

¢ Didactic orientations dominating in didactic concepts of teachers;

[ ]

Reaches and limitations of didactic pluralism in current didactic scene (theory and practice) in Europe from
the angle of giftedness encouragement;

e The flood of technocratic principles as imperatives of life and behaviour; imitation and reproduction as
replacements for individual and group creativity and imagination; mediocrity as a norm and characteristic of



prevailing context and concept of education in which creativity and reflexivity have lost the battle in the race
for dissemination of populism — the challenges of general and subject specific didactics in the need for
empowerment of emancipatory potentials of the gifted;

Reaches and limitations of competence approach to teaching and giftedness development;

Pluralistic didactic scene from the standpoint of abstract negations and uncritical adaptations and possibilities
and intellectual autonomy;

Didactic role of teachers in the process of teaching and learning of the gifted from the angle of contribution to
the development of intellectual autonomy;

Neo-humanistic concept of education and the place of the gifted;

The influence of disappearance of functionally equal values of polarisation between utility and non-utility
knowledge on reconceptualization of structure and contents of programs for didactic support of the gifted;
Teaching as facilitation and teaching as technology and the place of the gifted;

Advantages and disadvantages o transmission teaching model;

Reflections on standardization of education at global level and its influence on the status of a gifted student;
Current school policies and their attitudes towards the gifted.

Interconnectedness between culture capital and giftedness development;

Competence approach in education as the main orientation in gifted education;

Influence of pedo-centric and socio-centric-standpoints on upbringing-educational treatment of gifted
students;

Theoretical approaches to gifted students from the aspect of didactic culture;

Monitoring and evaluation of gifted students in teaching process, as indicators of didactic culture of a school;
Meta-components of intellectual autonomy in didactic culture and the gifted;

The concept of general education in neo-humanism from the angle of the gifted; neoliberal
reconceptualization of the contents and function of education from the standpoint of the gifted;

Modern reform currents in didactics and the place of the gifted;

The relation between postmodern theories on knowledge and emancipatory didactics from the angle of
didactic culture and the place of the gifted;

Pluralistic concepts and encouragement of emancipatory potential of the gifted;

Function of the media in self-regulated learning of the gifted;

New conceptions of learning as grounds of changes in didactic theories, didactic climate and strategies of
giftedness encouragement;

European qualification framework as guidelines for the development of giftedness and didactic culture of
upbringing-education institutions — reaches and limitations;

Mentorship as a method of teaching the gifted;

Didactics of meta-cognition, critical thinking and intellectual autonomy in subject specific didactics;

Modern philosophy of science and knowledge as basis for pluralistic concepts in emancipatory didactics of
the gifted;

Meta-theoretical grounds of emancipatory didactics of the gifted;

Epistemology of conceptual changes in didactics of the gifted;




